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more than one playing field with facilities for children, or
even with facilities for adults also, would be needed.
(2) Where the minimum standard acreage of a rural parish works
out to less than six acres of public playing fields, and the
nature of the population is such as to justify the provision of
facilities for all the usual games for adults and children of both
sexes, the area of public playing fields should be increased
at least to that figure, as it is not possible to provide such
facilities on a field of less than six acres, even if its shape
and configuration are ideal for the purpose."
Workable figures should be arrived at only by a scientific
method based on the biological needs of the population. How-
ever, it will not be easy to develop such a standard of the recrea-
tional requirements, for the human factor is, especially in this
respect, a rather uncertain basis to start from. In any case, a
preliminary to such investigations must be the estimate of the
future distribution of population according to the various districts
of the community. Too much depends on size, location and
character of development; and these will be, in most cases,
quite different from what they are now and might change from
one district to the other. Figures, giving the amount of open
space per 1,000 population under the existing conditions should
be treated with reservation. They do not supply sufficient
information of the actual value of these open spaces, as they
do not provide data as to location, size, continuity, etc. But,
in spite of the obvious difficulties of obtaining scientifically
worked-out figures, research should be undertaken at the earliest
possible moment, for lack of sound information must not be an
excuse for local authorities to spoil the improvement schemes
of their communities.
The grid of the main roads should be made part and parcel
of the system of the main parks. Both have the same function,
i.e. to divide the urban area up into sections, and both are,
therefore, arteries from which the secondary systems branch off
to the adjacent districts. Correspondingly, we will speak of the
transport arteries. Here again a clear distinction must be
drawn between those arteries opening up the urban area proper
and the highways only skirting it at either side and, in so far,
resembling more the green belt which also skirts the periphery.
No highway must pass directly through any urban or rural
settlement. They must be intercepted somewhere before or
within the green belt and diverted around or along the settled
area. They are the fast traffic ribbons connecting towns and
villages like the railway- lines, and they might also be the means
of access to the airports.
The existing highways for high-speed travelling are not wholly